


Stay in the Loop:
We strive to keep you informed. 
Watch the “News” page on 
our website for newly released 
trips and other timely news (like 
travel advisories). Contact us 
if you’d like to add your name 
to our “eNews” list and you’ll 
receive updates via e-mail. We 
welcome your calls, emails 
and visits so we can talk about 
travel and work on your next 
adventure with you.

We invite you to drop by our office in Inglewood, Calgary, whenever you’re in the area.

Host: Denell Falk
• World-famous parks in 
prime season: Mana Pools 
(on the Zambezi River) & 
Hwange in Zimbabwe; the 
Okavango Delta & Linyanti 
reserve in Botswana
• Expert guides share their 
in-depth knowledge and
passion for wildlife and nature
• Walking safaris, day & 
night game drives, access to 
viewing hides & canoeing
• Included flights give you 
more time on safari
• Luxury safari camps
• See Victoria 
Falls!

Host: Linda Garson
• Combine historic sites, lush 
scenery & old-world wineries
• Discover iconic Barcelona
• Enjoy coastal San Sebas-
tian, one of Spain’s most 
beautiful cities
• Explore the Rioja district 
(Spanish wine country); stay 
in the medieval village of 
Laguardia at the base of the 
Cantabrian mountains
• Enjoy 2 wine tastings/day, 
a cooking class and dinners 
with wine pairings 
throughout

Host: Brian Keating
• Combine 2 top wildlife 
experiences: remote parks/
reserves of southern Tanzania 
(Ruaha & Selous) + search for 
rare mountain gorillas 
• Specialist local guides
• Tanzania: Guaranteed window 
seats on twice-daily safari 
drives, walking or boat safaris
• Rwanda: 2 gorilla permits per 
person + 1 chimpanzee trekking 
+ 1 colobus trekking permit are 
INCLUDED in the cost 
• Luxury tented camps/lodges 
in superb locations
• 6 local flights included

Host: Kyle Marquardt
• In-the-field workshops and
on-site coaching from pro 
photographer Kyle Marquardt
• Small group: max. 15 guests
• Guaranteed window seats
• Discover unspoiled Tsavo; 
get views of Kili from Amboseli; 
safari in the vast Ngorongoro 
Crater
• Chance to track the migration 
and resident species in the 
scenic Serengeti
• Quality safari lodges 
& camps
• Visit scenic Ng’iresi 
Village on Mt. 
Meru

Host: Travis Steffens
• Explore national parks that 
protect species found 	
NOWHERE else on Earth! 
(i.e. 12,000 plant species; 
109 bird species!!)
• Search for any of 50 kinds 
of lemurs - only found here or 
in  zoos
• Nature walks (day & night), 
visits to quaint & historic 
villages, stunning and ever-
changing scenery
• Join researcher, 
primatologist, expert guide and 
Madagascar specialist, 
Travis Steffens

Host: Calgary Zoo 
• Prime season safari: Chance 
to track the migration in the Mara!
• Guaranteed window seats in 
4WD vehicles
• Twice-daily safari outings
• Each park/reserve = different 
environment and species: 
Samburu, the Masai Mara, and 
Ngorongoro Crater
• Visit a Samburu village
• Meet local children and support 
the programs of Tumaini AIDs 
Orphanage and the LOHADA 
centre in Tanzania
• Luxury tented camps 
and lodges
• 2 flights included 

Host: Civilized Adventures
• Visit Beijing, Xi’an, Shang-
hai plus Tibet and experience 
unique cultures
• UNESCO Sites: the Forbidden 
City & Great Wall, the Terracotta 
Warriors, Lhasa’s Potala Palace
• Special activities: rickshaw 
tour in old Beijing, home visits, 
a Tibetan Hospital of Traditional 
Medicine, cruise the canals of 
Zhujiajiao and much more
• Cultural events: Tang Dynasty 
dinner show; Shanghai Acrobat 
Show
• Included flights cover vast 
distances
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Africa: Consider Climate to Choose Your Safari Destination  
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Host: Denell Falk
• Untouched!
• Discover unique cultures
• Cruise wild rivers
• Visit remote villages and 
learn about ancient and still 
thriving cultures
• Explore pristine tropical 
rainforest: search for rare 
birds 
• Enjoy time to relax by the 
sea: snorkelling, diving, 
canoeing
• Stay in remote lodges in 
prime locations
Dates do not include travel time 
from Canada

Host: Denell Falk
• Untouched!
• Discover unique cultures
• Cruise wild rivers
• Visit remote villages and 
learn about ancient and still 
thriving cultures
• Explore pristine tropical 
rainforest: search for rare 
birds 
• Enjoy time to relax by the 
sea: snorkelling, diving, 
canoeing
• Stay in remote lodges in 
prime locations
Dates do not include travel time 
from Canada

2012
Small Group Civilized Adventures 

Africa is huge. Europe, India, the United States and China combined could fit within its boundaries. The Equator runs through Kenya and 
the Tropic of Capricorn runs close to the northeast border of South Africa, crossing through southern Botswana and cutting Namibia in half. 
For most of Africa the seasons are reversed compared to ours in Canada. Although we briefly address climate here, it is only one consider-
ation. Style of travel, exclusivity, and cost vary in each region. Contact us so we can help you choose where to go, when.

Kenya, Tanzania & Rwanda: 
we avoid the traditional 
rainy seasons (April-June 
and November-December). 
Resident species can be seen 
throughout the year, but if 
you want to see the migration 
(which follows the rains), target 
Tanzania’s southern Serengeti 
January through March; central 
and northern Serengeti into 
late June and again between 
October and November; or 
Kenya’s Masai Mara July 
through September/October.

Rwanda has similar rainy 
seasons however the Virunga 

mountains (home to the 
endangered mountain gorillas) 
can be wet any time of year.

Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe 
& Botswana: some consider 
best wildlife viewing to be the 
end of the southern winter 
(May to October) when water 
sources dwindle. You’ll see 
higher concentrations of 
wildlife around smaller water 
sources, however wildlife is 
under more stress, and daytime 
temperatures pass 40C by 
October/November. Spring rains 
falling in the Angola highlands 
move through the river systems, 

reaching the Okavango Delta 
sometime ~May/June. As water 
moves into the delta it forces 
higher concentrations of wildlife 
onto the emerging islands thus 
created - so the Delta is unique: 
more water can mean larger 
groups of animals.

November-April is summer. 
Tropical rainstorms result in 
lush surroundings. Huge herds* 
are not as common but resident 
wildlife can always be found. 
*Exceptions: a wildebeest 
migration occurs in Zambia 
(~Nov.); a zebra migration 
occurs in the Kalahari (~April).

Namibia: Although mostly 
desert, some rain falls in the 
central and northern areas 
in summer (Nov-Apr). The 
stunning scenery is home to 
desert-adapted wildlife, including 
elephant and rhino, seen all year.

South Africa:  Brief showers fall 
in the interior October-March, 
with greater amounts falling in 
the northeast (Johannesburg 
area). The west coast gets rain 
May-September; the southern 
coast gets some rain at any time 
of year. Most of the country lies 
south of the Tropic of Capricorn 
and is malaria-free.

“Travel Talks”

Host: Don Hladiuk & Glenn 
Hawley
• Solar Eclipse! 
• See highlights of Sydney
• Explore tropical Port 
Douglas and Cooktown in far 
north Queensland
• Cultural connections with 
Aboriginal guide Willie 
Gordon
• Cooktown river cruise
• Full day at leisure post-
eclipse
• Eclipse viewing site: Four 
Mile Beach or we can move 
as necessary
• Expertise of Don & 
Glenn

Civilized Adventures would 
like to come out to your city 
(in Alberta) to host a Travel 
Exploration Evening. We are 
currently finalizing dates 
for Edmonton and Red 
Deer. This event is to thank 
you for your past travels 
with us and to inspire you to 
embark on a new journey! 
Enjoy some wine and cheese 
as we engage you with a 
short slideshow presentation 
of some of the exciting 
adventures that we have to 
offer!  Please contact our 
office if you are interested.  
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Notes From the Field: Trip hosts share vivid memories from recent journeys.

Elephants for Tea, by Gillian Cardwell. Both a zoologist and an educator, Gillian has led Zoofaris to Ecuador, 
Kenya, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. She has just returned from hosting a Zoofari to Botswana, Namibia & Zimbabwe where her group of 
eight shared several incredible wildlife encounters.
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I fell in love with the rainforest on 
my very first trip to the Amazon 
in 2008. This July was my third 
time back to Sacha Lodge 
and it brought more magical 
experiences. The ambience is 
unbelievable; you’re surrounded 
by Nature’s symphony day and 
night. As you walk amidst the 
giant fig and kapok trees, the 

rainforest seems to welcome 
you with its sights, sounds, and 
smells. 

30 metres above the ground 
is a 275 metre-long walkway 
overlooking the vast canopy of 
the forest. It’s like being on top 
of the world! You’re not alone, 
either: many animals make the 
canopy their home. Binoculars 
in hand, you can spot a host of 
colourful birds, including several 
species of the beautiful toucan. 
If you’re lucky, you may be 
able to spot or hear a troop of 
howler monkeys. And if you’re 
really lucky, you might be able to 
discern a sleepy sloth amongst 
the dense foliage! 

Back down on the forest floor, 
you might hear the rustling of 
leaves above you and if you look 
waaaay up, you just might see 

black-mantled 
tamarins quickly 
leaping from 
branch to 
branch. One 
tamarin leapt 
onto a tree that 
was just an 
arm’s length 
away from me, 
and it scurried 
down the trunk 
to check me 
out I think. Pure excitement ran 
through me as this tamarin and 
I were engaged in what seemed 
to be a game of peek-a-boo!  

We had another unforgettable 
experience on one of our night 
canoe rides. Our naturalist and 
native guide took us through a 
channel where we settled for a 
while. Although our vision was 
limited, we could feel something 

around us. Our naturalist guide 
turned on a couple of flashlights 
and there in the spotlights were 
MANY fishing bats fluttering 
around, listening for fish to swoop 
down on. They got so close to us 
that we could feel them swerving 
away as they detected us, the 
human obstacle. Oddly, none 
of us panicked. I think everyone 
was just soaking in the magic of 
the Amazon! 

Magic in the Amazon, by Margie Woo. Margie has hosted several small-group trips as a naturalist for the Calgary 
Zoo. She returned to Ecuador in July with another small group of 13. Margie loves the Galapagos, but she is fascinated by the rainforest. 

A bird’s eye view of the rainforest from 
Sacha’s Canopy Walkway

A squirrel-sized tamarin
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It was September - the hot, dry 
season in the Kalahari. One 
morning our group was in the 
Okavango Delta, the lifeblood 
of the desert. The day started 
normally, as we set out on our 
game drive. Jonas (our guide) 
found another beautiful open 
spot by a quiet watering hole 
for our mid-morning tea break 
and we hopped out of the Land 
Rover to stretch our legs. 

As we sipped our bushtea 
a small herd of elephants 
approached the watering hole 
about 50 feet from us. We knew 
the elephants could smell us as 
the wind was blowing from us to 
them. We also knew they could 

see us. Obviously, they did not 
see us as a danger as they 
continued with their little ones 
in tow. The eight of us were 
absolutely dumbstruck! 

As Jonas was taking pictures 
of us in front of the elephants 
- so we could prove that it was 
happening - we began to notice 
another herd approaching on 
the other side of our vehicle. In 
no time there were elephants on 
three sides of us! All of this had 
happened in about 10 minutes. 
Within another 5 minutes we 
counted over 200 elephants on 
four sides of us. Not one of them 
cared that we were there. We 
were so overwhelmed with the 

moment that we 
were completely 
silenced. 

Happily, we couldn’t 
have left if we 
wanted to: we were 
surrounded! We 
watched for about 
an hour  until the 
elephants  began to 
move on. 

What a profound 
morning for all of us.  
We felt so honored 
to be ignored. This is 
what it is supposed to 
be like ... this is what 
we came to Africa for! 
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The Bush Camp Experience by Anne Wolever

Anyone looking for an authentic 
safari experience should really 
consider Zambia. This is where 
the photographic walking safari 
came into being and walking 
remains a rewarding component 
of any trip into the region, at 
whatever level suits you best.  
Traditional game drives in an 
open 4WD vehicle are part of 
the mix, so you can balance 
your activity level as you wish.

This June I travelled to Zambia’s 
South Luangwa National Park 
which has some of Africa’s 
highest concentrations of 
wildlife. I started my safari at the 
beautiful and very comfortable 
Mfuwe Lodge, then moved on 
to four bush camps. I quickly 
became immersed in the rhythm 
of being on safari in this remote 
and truly unspoiled part of Africa. 

A “bush camp” is far from army-
style or basic. There are only a 
handful of operators licensed 
to operate within the national 
park, and their territories do 
not overlap. Each camp has 
only up to 8 beds, so the whole 
experience is very exclusive 
and intimate. 
          
At each camp I was greeted 
like a long-lost relative, often by 
the entire camp staff from the 
manager to the cook, and in only 
a few short hours of arrival I felt 

like I could settle in and stay 
forever. I found each camp 
had its own spirit and each 
was carefully designed to 
fit the surroundings.

At night, the duvet-cloaked 
bed kept me warm as it 
can get chilly at night when 
the African winter sets in. 
We arose to find breakfast 
waiting by the fire. We didn’t 
linger too long and soon 
began a walk in search of 
wildlife. Each walk was led 
by our guide, assisted by 
an armed park ranger and 
the all-important assistant 
who carried water, tea and 
biscuits for our break. Just 
being on the ground and 
walking beside lion tracks is a 
thrill in itself, and we enjoyed 
many quiet moments observing 
elephants and giraffes that were 
unconcerned by our presence. 

Afternoon outings were usually 
a safari drive in an open 4WD 
vehicle - our own movable 
hide from which we could 
observe animals interact, since 
they pretty much ignored us. 
Afternoon drives would stretch 
into early evening when we’d 
enjoy that iconic experience 
of sipping a sundowner drink 
while basking in the glow of the 
sinking sun. 

The drive back to camp revealed 
the bush at night. We were lucky 
to see a variety of night prowlers, 
from porcupines to owls and 
even a chameleon or two. On 
our last night we were driving to 
see lions reported to be down by 
the river when our guide spotted 
a leopard partially hidden 
under a bush! As we stopped, 
it exploded into movement, 
climbing a nearby tree where 
baboons had settled in for the 
night. We watched, trying to 
calm ourselves enough to get 
a photo. After what seemed 
like an eternity, the beautiful cat 
finally gave up and bounded into 
the darkness. The noise of the 
baboons and the sight of the 
leopard jumping from branch to 
branch was a heart-stopper and 
I will never forget the moment.

The comfort and care we 
experienced, the creative and 
hearty food, the camaraderie 
of the other guests, staff and 
guides, and the amazing 
moments we enjoyed on almost 
every outing make it easy for me 
to recommend Zambia’s bush 
camp experience. 

THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
are warmest December-May, 
with temperatures reaching 
~30C+. Generally a rainier time 
of year with occasional haze, 
most days are actually sunny 
with blue skies. The sea is at its 
warmest and is usually calmer. 
June through November is 
termed drier, but it can be hazy 
and actually wetter at higher 
elevations. This contributes to 
lower overall temperatures (25-
30C). The water is cooler; most 
yachts offer wet-suits, either 
included or for a small fee. 

Different seasons bring different 
animal behaviors and the arrival 
of various migratory species. 
Blue-footed boobies start their 
courting behaviour in May, 
whales are more commonly 
seen in July, penguins are 
more active September through 
December. Green sea turtles 
arrive in January, and the 
waved albatross begin to arrive 
sometime in March to lay their 
eggs sometime in May, and 
the young fledge sometime in 
December. If you want to see 
something specific, this might 
dictate when you travel.

THE AMAZON is hot and humid 
all year with April-September 
generally wetter. Tropical rain-
bursts are common throughout 
the year, usually falling in 
dramatic afternoon showers. It 
is a rainforest, after all.

THE HIGHLANDS are drier 
and cooler June to September. 
Showers are more common 
January to May.

Our conclusion? Travel 
to Ecuador when you can. 
Anytime of year brings its own 
rewards.

Ecuador! 
Is there a “best” time to go?
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Our “room” at Chamilandu Bushcamp. On elevated 
decking with views of the South Luangwa, mosquito nets 
ensured a peaceful sleep after an exciting day.
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Meet the Civilized Adventures Team

Denell Falk is the founder 
and Managing Director 
of Civilized Adventures. 
Denell develops our group 
itineraries for organizations 
like the Calgary Zoo, the 
Royal Astronomical Society of 
Canada, and the Jane Goodall 
Institute of Canada. Denell is 
an astute critic of what’s worth 
adding, and not adding, to a 
trip. Denell’s current project is 
‘voluntourism’ - contact her if 
you’re interested in knowing 
more. She has been leading 
trips around the world for over 
20 years and she invites you 
to join her on trips to India, 
Indochina, the Maritimes, Papua 
New Guinea, or Botswana & 
Zimbawbe in 2012.

Kathy Oakes is our Sales & 
Human Resources Manager, 
heading up our team of 
consultants. A year of travelling 
compelled Kathy to leave the 
University of Alberta where 
she was studying Kinesiology/
Education and she entered the 
travel industry in 1987. She 
has been in management ever 
since. Her wealth of experience 
includes working with groups of 
all sizes on exciting ‘Round the 
World’ trips, and educational 
adventures to the Middle East, 
Asia, and Europe. Kathy has 
lived in Sydney, Australia and 
London, England and has 
travelled throughout Europe, 
S.E. Asia, and Central America. 
In May, Kathy joined Denell 

at Indaba (a huge travel 
conference held in South Africa 
every year) plus she inspected 
key lodges in Botswana and 
Victoria Falls.  

Anne Wolever draws from over 
20 years in the travel industry 
and her broad travel experience 
to over 60 countries in 
assisting with all aspects of trip 
development and design, from 
research to the printed itinerary. 
Anne has hosted Civilized 
Adventures to Borneo and 
Indochina, and she has assisted 
on RASC Eclipse-chasing trips 
to Turkey and China. In June, 
Anne  experienced walking 
safaris and bushcamps in 
Zambia (highly recommended) 
and inspected various lodges in 
Amboseli, Tsavo and the Masai 
Mara in Kenya.

Tiffany Corrie joined our team in 
2008. A  graduate of  the University 
of Calgary in Communications 
Studies, her diverse background 
includes retail management, 
the performing arts, and she 
is training to be a sommelier. 
Tiffany has travelled in Europe, 
and her latest travels include 
an inspection trip to Ecuador 
and most recently a Calgary 
Zoofari to Kenya & Tanzania. 
Tiffany has a special interest 
in cruises of all types, having 
sailed in the Caribbean, the 
Mediterranean, the Panama 
Canal, the Galapagos and the 
Amazon.

Lana Swanson graduated 
from SAIT’s Travel and Tourism 
program in 2006, and has been 
working in adventure travel 
ever since. Her passion for 
travel began at an early age 
when her parents introduced 
her to the many rewards of 
traveling “off the beaten path”. 
Travel highlights include Peru, 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, 
Vietnam, Australia and even 
a destination wedding in the 
Dominican Republic. In May, 
Lana was on safari in Botswana, 
getting current insight into some 
of our favourite camps and 
experiencing Victoria Falls.

Kim Paterson: Years of 
personal travel to many diverse 
countries plus over 17 years 
in the travel industry have 
contributed to Kim’s wealth of 
travel-related knowledge. Kim 
has experienced a wide range 
of travel styles, ranging from 
backpacker to our “Civilized” 
level, both as an independent 
traveler and on a variety of 
small group adventures. Her 
real passion is to travel off the 
beaten path in order to more 
fully appreciate a country’s 
culture  and history. She loves to 
learn more about local customs 
from the people she meets. 
Kim has travelled in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, the Caribbean 
and Central America, including 
a trip to Panama recently with 
her family. She will travel to 
Ecuador in 2012.

Monica Shewan graduated 
with honours from SAIT’s 
Travel and Tourism Program. 
Her passion for travel and a 
strong interest in learning about 
different cultures and wildlife 
led her to Civilized Adventures. 
Monica plays a key role in our 
team, and she takes great pride 
in assisting with all aspects of 
what we do and helping our 
team fulfill your travel dreams! 

Nina Kovac loves travel. Born 
in Croatia, she lived in Sri Lanka 
for four years before moving to 
Canada. After graduating from 
the University of Calgary with a 
commerce degree that included 
an exchange year in Australia, 
she travelled around the world 
enjoying in-depth journeys 
throughout Asia, Europe and 
South America. She recently 
returned from Kenya & Tanzania 
where she joined our Safari for 
Photographers. 

Margie Woo joins our team 
after 11 years at the Calgary 
Zoo, most recently as 
Corporate Education Program 
Coordinator. She has hosted 
several Zoofaris, including 
family groups to Ecuador, Peru, 
Kenya, and Tanzania. Margie’s 
skills in program facilitation, 
her on-the-ground knowledge 
of what makes our trips work, 
and her infectious enthusiasm 
make her a strong member of 
our team. Margie hosts a safari 
to Kenya in July 2012.

Lana, Kathy & Denell enjoy sunset in Botswana; Tiffany & Margie in Kenya; Anne & Monica and Nina & Kim in the wilds of B.C.



Going Wild with Brian Keating

Brian in Kenya

Brian Keating loves to explore our natural 
world in search of  the unusual. In between 
hosting wildlife adventures for small groups 
and being a sought-after international 
speaker, Brian travels to exotic locations 
to film his new TV show. Here, Brian shares 
favourite memories from a safari to Kenya in 
August, 2011. 

Masai Mara - Lion Encounter: 
Right at sunset, we encountered 
two females with cubs, four of 
nine months old and three more 
of approximately six months old. 
We observed some fantastic 
interactions, with cubs playing, 
wrestling, head butting and mock 
attacking. The adult females were 
indifferent to it all, although at one 
point one snarled at 
one of the youngsters, 
appearing to discipline 
it - without effect. 

Right when it was 
time to head back to 
camp to meet the 6:30 
pm deadline, the rain 
started, making our 
departure both abrupt 
and necessary. We 
rapidly adjusted the 
canvas tarps and 
then started to slip slide back to 
camp. The roadway turned into a 
creek, and then we encountered....

Leopard in rain with Wildebeest: 
With rain pelting down in a full 
fledged African downpour, we 
slowly slid our truck into the 
deepening creek right beside the 
leopard, and just opposite her 
fresh wildebeest kill. Rainfall on 
the canvas roof was deafening, 
but Dee held the flap on my side of 
the truck just right as we came to a 

stop in the middle of the mud-red 
creek as it swirled past. I managed 
to record some astounding video, 
rain and all, of the leopard looking 
indifferently at us yet somewhat 
perturbed by the rainfall. We 
repositioned the truck, I continued 
to film, and through the viewfinder 
I witnessed the leopard shaking 
her head, sending a shower of 

water droplets in all directions as if 
flying from a pinwheel. At that point 
one of our other trucks came in 
behind and we moved on, having 
experienced some of the most 
powerful moments I have ever 
witnessed.

Male Ostrich Nesting: In a wide 
open grassland, we found a male 
ostrich sitting on eggs. At least 
a dozen eggs also lay scattered 
around the sitting bird, apparently 
kicked out of the nest. According 

to some guides, the birds can tell 
their own eggs apart from the eggs 
that have been “dumped” into the 
nest by other females. This needs 
further research: if the birds do 
possess such an ability, that would 
be a remarkable feat! 

Wildebeest Crossing: On our final 
morning drive, our radio crackled 

that a crossing of 
some 300 wildebeest 
was in progress. We 
flew like the wind 
over the savannah, 
crossing through 
a muddy drainage 
at record speed, 
but by the time we 
arrived, only one lone 
wildebeest appeared 
at the water’s edge. It 
hesitated, but turned 
back to join the 

small group of a dozen that hadn’t 
followed their herd members to the 
other side. 

Most of our group were already on-
site, and their story was remarkable: 
it all started with a small group 
of buffalo. They crossed first, 
stimulating the wildebeest to follow, 
with some jumping over the slower 
members into the watery flow. The 
line-up of departing wildebeest was 
certainly impressive, so even on the 
very last drive, stuff can happen. 

Brian Keating has been 
leading groups on nature 
based adventures for three 
decades, exploring some 
of the best wildlife areas on 
the planet. An international 
speaker, author, Adjunct 
Assistant Professor of 
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