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Quito:
Grand Hotel Mercure

Ideally situated on Quito’s  
bustling Avenida Amazonas, the 
hotel offers a restaurant, bar and  
fitness centre. We stay in the 
newly renovated rooms, which 
have air-conditioning, a safe box, 
mini bar, TV, phone, WiFi and en-
suite bathrooms with hair-dryer.
Otavalo: Hacienda Pinsaqui
First constructed in 1790, this 
restored colonial hacienda was 
originally a textile workshop and 
is located in the highland lake 

each has panoramic windows, twin 
beds or a queen bed.

Amazon: Sacha Lodge

Designed to disappear into its 
lush surroundings, each double 
cabin has a high thatched roof 
that provides shade and covers 
a private terrace overlooking 
the forest. Cabin have screened 
windows, ceiling fan, and 
bathrooms with hot water 
showers. Linked to the cabins by 
a raised boardwalk, the central 
building has a bar, lounge, and an 
observation deck on the top floor.

ACCOMMODATION

What is a 4 paw rating?

•• Your adventure will be hosted by experienced trip host, naturalist and 
traveller, Margie Woo (see page 4 for biography)

•• Accommodation is carefully chosen for ambiance and location.
•	 You’ll cruise the Galapagos for 4 nights/5 days aboard a privately 

chartered*, deluxe-class yacht with a Galapagos guide and a full crew.
•	 Your trip cost includes domestic flights that are part of the program.
•	 Nearly all meals are included at selected restaurants, except when 

“free time” is planned.

How difficult is the trip?

We rate this as “active”. To cover these areas in a short time frame 
means you’ll be on the go much of the time. All your transportation is 
taken care of so all you have to do is show up! Terrain in the Galapagos 
can be rough lava rock. You’ll transfer from the yacht to an island by 
Zodiac, a sturdy inflatable boat, and you’ll either disembark with a “dry 
landing” onto a pier, or a “wet landing” at the water’s edge. Some guests 
use collapsible walking sticks. Trails in the Amazon can be slippery. 
Activities usually take place in the morning and mid-afternoon when 
wildlife is most active. Night time walks are part of the program as well.

district, only 5km north of Otavalo 
market. Each of the 20 suites, with 
either a fireplace or wood burning 
stove, has a character all its 
own. Rooms are decorated with 
sheepskin rugs, heavy blankets 
and pieces of traditional art.
Galapagos: Coral II Yacht
Built in Holland, the Deluxe-
class Corall II yacht offers large 
observation sun decks on two 
levels, as well as a lounge (with 
TV & VCR), Jacuzzi, library and  
spacious dining room. Each 
air-conditioned cabin has a private 

bathroom with hot & cold water 
shower, LCD TV with 5 channels 
and a safe-deposit box.

Moon cabins (4): Averaging 12m2 

and located on the lowest deck 
(“Sea Deck”), each has portholes, 
twin beds or a queen bed.

Junior cabins (6): Averaging 12m2, 

In the GalapagosA Typical Day In...

At the Charles Darwin
Research Centre (J. Archer)

Your Transportation

Flights are in modern aircraft. Road travel is in 
air-conditioned private coaches or vehicles 
suited to the group size. In the Galapagos, we 
use a deluxe-class motor yacht with private
en-suite cabins; between the yacht and the 
islands you travel by Zodiac (pictured at right). 
While in the Amazon, you can choose from a 
variety of activities and you’ll travel in covered 
motorized boats as well as open canoes. Zodiacs, boats and canoes 
are piloted for you by trained staff. A major means of transport is by foot 
- and we recommend good, sturdy walking shoes or lightweight hikers.

Your Local Guides

Our professional Ecuadorian guides are highly trained and enthusiastic 
about sharing their vast knowledge of their history and culture. 
Galapagos and Amazon guides are specially trained in the secrets of 
their unique environments, and many were born in the islands or in the 
jungle. Their keen understanding of wildlife movements and behaviours 
are key to your exceptional experience.

THE Amazon: Morning begins 
early with a l ight breakfast 
at the lodge. You’ll be on the 
trail while mist still clings to the 
trees. Wildlife is more active, 
bird-song is abundant, and the 
air is cooler. During the heat of 

the day take a refreshing dip in 
the lake, enjoy the tranquillity of 
the open porch at your room, or 
relax in the lounge area where 
field guides and other reading 
material is usually on hand. You 
depart again in the mid to 
late afternoon for more jungle 
exploration and then return to 
the lodge where a hot shower 
and hearty dinner await. After 
dinner, you can join a night 
excursion which may involve 
searching for caiman along the 
shoreline as you glide silently in a 
canoe paddled by a staff member.

T H E  G A L A P A G O S :  E a c h 
e v e n i n g  y o u  c a n  h a v e  a
pre-dinner refreshment, followed 
by an excel lent meal in the 
ship’s dining room. Later, your 
Galapagos guide will brief you 
on what the next day will bring: 
which island you’ll explore, what 
makes it unique, and what you 
might expect to see. Daylight 
hours will find you walking the 
meandering footpaths of the 
islands, observing the many 
species of bird, iguana, and 
cactus... the list is a long one. 
You may even want to snorkel Arriving at Sacha Lodge (Sacha)

with the sea lions, an experience 
you won’t forget! Generally you 
embark on two shore excursions 
per day, depending on the island 
being visited.

*See Inclusions on page 4 for details

Junior cabin

Moon cabin
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trip we explore the islands with the deluxe-class 
Coral II yacht as our base.

It was Charles Darwin’s visit in 1835 that fuelled 
worldwide interest in this remote archipelago. 
His revolutionary book The Origin of Species 
was  inspired by this “living laboratory of 
evolution”. The islands remain suspended in 
time, with 500-pound tortoises and colourful 
prehistoric iguanas basking on beautiful 
lavascapes. Sea lions and fur seals show no 
fear of humans, and penguins can also be seen. 
Watch for frigate birds, flightless cormorants, 
waved albatross and blue-footed boobies. 
Each island offers unique landscapes, flora, 
and fauna, many of which are found nowhere 
else. Our planned route visits points on Santa 
Cruz, San Salvador, Fernandina, Isabela, and 
Bartolome Islands, as well as the Charles 
Darwin Research Centre (changes to this 
itinerary may be required and are beyond our 
control). (Coral II Yacht, 4nts, 4B, 4L, 4D)

July 31 - QUITO: This morning we transfer 
from the yacht to the airport on Baltra Island 
and then fly back to Quito. The afternoon is 
at leisure, allowing time to prepare for your 
Amazon adventure beginning tomorrow.  
(Grand Hotel Mercure, 1nt, B, L)

Aug. 1, 2 & 3 - AMAZON: You have a 
leisurely morning and then the trip to Sacha 
Lodge begins. This is an adventure in itself, 
beginning with a 40-minute flight over the 
volcanic peaks of the Andes. You’ll soon be 
aware of the vastness of Amazonia. Towering 
trees stretch as far as the eye can see, 
occasionally sliced by huge meandering rivers.

We land in Coca, a town that still has a frontier 
feeling to it. We’ll be met by a guide from Sacha. 
A short drive takes us to the Napo River, one 
of the Amazon’s major tributaries. We continue 
downriver in a covered motorized canoe. Our 
progress will be largely dictated by the river. 
It can take 2 to 3 hours, depending on local 
conditions, and a boxed lunch is served en-
route. Sit back and enjoy the view. Watch for a 
variety of birds and monkeys, as well as locals 
who still use the river as their main road.

We pull in at the lodge’s pier and enter Sacha’s 
5000-acre private reserve. A short walk along 

July 23 & 24 - to QUITO:  Most flights will 
land in Quito late on July 23. We are met at the 
airport and transferred to our hotel.

On July 24 we meet our guide for a full day 
of touring, starting with the historic colonial 
district. This area is responsible for Quito being 
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and 
you’ll see wonderful examples of architecture 
that date back to the days of the Spanish 
rulers. After lunch we visit the “Middle of the 
World” monument where you can stand on the 
Equator and visit the interesting museum. Later 
we go to our festive Welcome Dinner where 
we enjoy a performance of traditional dances. 
(Grand Hotel Mercure, 2nts, 1B, 1L, 1D)

July 25 - OTAVALO: This morning we 
meet our guide and begin the drive of about 
1-1/2 hours to Otavalo, an Andean town at 
the centre of a group of Indian villages with 
strong textile traditions dating back many 
centuries. We’ll stop to visit sites along the 
way, some possible stops including the village 
of Cayambe, scenic San Pablo Lake, as well 
as the towns of San Antonio de Ibarra, famous 
for its fine wood carvings, and Cotacachi, 
home to beautiful leather handicrafts. 
(Hacienda Pinsaqui, 1nt, B, L, D)

July 26 - QUITO: We spend the morning 
at the Otavalo market, which was famous 
even before the time of the Inca. We then 
drive back to Quito, visiting local villages and 
sites as we go. The evening is at leisure. 
(Grand Hotel Mercure, 1nt, 1B, 1L)

July 27  - 30 - GALAPAGOS ISLANDS: On 
the morning of July 27 we fly to the Galapagos 
Islands. On arrival we’ll be met by our naturalist 
guide and continue to our yacht. You’ll meet 
the rest of the crew, and then we set off on our 
Galapagos adventure.

On each day we generally embark on two 
shore excursions. This will depend on the 
area being visited, as sometimes we may 
instead opt to snorkel with the sea lions, or 
we may have the opportunity for a third shore 
excursion if there is an additional site nearby. 
We primarily cruise through the night to our 
next destination, awakening to a new island 
and its unique flora and fauna. On our 4-night 

Detailed Itinerary  -  ECUADOR
a raised boardwalk, where giant blue morpho 
butterflies, blue and yellow macaws and 
squirrel monkeys are regularly seen, takes us to  
Pilchicocha Lake. From here, dugout canoes 
take us across the lake to Sacha Lodge.

At Sacha you can be as active as you choose. 
We’ll split up into even smaller groups, and each 
group will be accompanied by two guides, one of 
whom is a native guide whose knowledge of the 
forest is extensive. Guided walks depart in the 
early morning and late afternoon when it’s cooler 
and the forest is more active. In between you can 
relax, swim in the lake, and enjoy a hearty lunch. 
Evening activities include guided night walks or 
canoe trips on the lake in search of caiman.

A special attraction at Sacha is the network of 
40-meter high observation towers that climb 
into the epiphyte-laden branches of selected 
kapok trees. The towers are connected by a 
suspension style walkway, 275m in length. 
Another option is to climb to the sturdy 43-meter 
high kapok tower, which was built around a 
solid kapok tree. This is a great vantage point, 
especially for keen birders. From either, you 
can see flora and fauna at close quarters that 
are not visible from the ground. You may wish 
to visit the Butterfly House, where a variety of 
colourful species are raised.

What to watch for: 8 species of monkeys,  
anteaters, 3-toed sloth, caiman, lizards, and 
some 587 species of birds (parrots, toucans, 
hummingbirds, hawks, etc.). If weather permits, 
we recommend a visit to the parrot lick - a clay 
cliff where a variety of colourful parrots can be 
seen. Since parrots won’t show if it rains, this 
option is left for you to confirm locally (US$25 
entrance fee into the national park payable 
locally). (Sacha Lodge, 3nts, 3B, 3L, 3D)

Aug. 4 - QUITO: We retrace our steps back 
to Quito where you’ll have time to relax or do 
some last minute shopping before meeting for 
our special Farewell Dinner at a favourite local 
restaurant. (Grand Hotel Mercure, 1nt, B, L, D)

Aug. 5 - HOMEWARD: Our flight times 
require a very early transfer to the airport, thus 
ending your Ecuador adventure. (B)

•    •    •    •    •    •
Have extra time? Consider an extension to 
neighbouring Peru. Ask us for details... 

Up high in the canopy (M.Woo)
Friendly locals at the market (A.Anderson)

Close encounters with wildlife (B.Campbell)
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HOW TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT
(max. group size is 19 + trip host)

Please complete a booking form and waiver, available 
from our office or online at www.civilizedadv.com, and 
return them to us with your deposit. This special pricing 
does not allow for credit card paymentNote. Please 
make cheques payable to: Civilized Adventures Inc. 
All payments are non-refundable once received. Please 
consider insurance.
•• Deposit: CA$2,000 per person plus your travel 

insurance will reserve your seat
•• Installment: CA$2,00 per person is due by 

March 16, 2011
•• Final payment is due by May 16, 2011

Notes: 
(1) if you choose to pay by credit card, a 3% surcharge 
will apply. For maximum savings, a cheque payment is 
your best option.
(2) if you book after an installment date, you will be 
responsible for all past-due amounts at time of booking.

ADVISORY:  We strive to deliver a quality “Civilized Adventure”. Travellers must understand that they are visiting developing countries and must 
be prepared to deal with unusual occurrences, local inadequacies, and unpredictable events.  If you are flexible, curious about new people, 
places and environments, and have a positive attitude, we welcome your participation.  This type of travel is rewarding if you can embrace the 
inherent challenges .  Please call us if you have any questions or concerns.  Our ultimate goal is to ensure that you get the most out of your 
travel experience.

EXCLUSIONS 
•• Local departure taxes (estimate US$42)
•• International return flights and taxes (see below)
•• All items of a personal nature (laundry, phone, etc.)
•• Optional travel insurance (see below)
•• Gratuities to local staff (approx. CA$175pp)
•• Any activities and excursions not specified
•• Any increases due to circumstances beyond our 

control (i.e. park fee increases, fuel surcharges, 
currency fluctuations)

INCLUSIONS
•• Complete pre-departure information and meeting 

(held in Calgary)
•• Trip Handbook and miniguide
•• Local flights as listed in economy class (Quito-

Galapagos-Quito-Coca-Quito)
•• All accommodation on a twin-share basis. Single? 

You can have your own room for a single supplement 
of CA$750 (2not available on Galapagos cruise)

•• All meals as listed (B=breakfast, L=lunch, D=dinner)
•• Orientation on arrival, welcome and farewell dinner
•• All transfers and excursions as per detailed itinerary
•• Services of professional local guides (Galapagos: 

1 English-speaking guide for every 16 passengers; 
Amazon: 1 English-speaking guide & 1 local native 
guide with every 7 passengers)

•• Entrance fees to sites in itinerary, including current 
Galapagos National Park fee of US$100 per person.

•	 Escorted by Margie Woo with a min. of 10 guests (we 
reserve the right to substitute trip host if necessary)

•	 Exclusive use of Galapagos yacht (min. of 15 guests)
•• Civilized Adventures safari duffle bag to be used as 

your checked piece of luggage
•	 On behalf of each participant, we contribute CA$100 

to the Calgary Zoo’s Conservation Fund, supporting 
conservation at the Zoo and around the world. For 
more information, visit www.calgaryzoo.com.

FLIGHTS
From Calgary: We suggest Continental Airlines 
via Houston to Quito. 2011 fares are approximately 
CA$1,200 + $365 taxes. Alternatively, American Airlines 
flies to Quito via Dallas and Miami, with 2011 fares at 
approximately CA$1,120 + $92 taxes. In addition, we can 
offer fares from other major cities in North America, and 
with other airlines -- please inquire! If using frequent flyer 
points, call us for a recommended routing.

Photos: all captioned photos were taken by Civilized 
Adventures’ staff, hosts or guests.

Cost
from Quito

10 - 14 guests (per person, sharing) 15 - 19 guests (per person, sharing)
Adult/Teen 

(>12)
Child (<12, sharing 

with 2 adults)1
Adult/Teen 

(>12)
Child (<12, sharing 

with 2 adults)1

Moon Cabin (4): CA$6,725 
CA$5,860

CA$5,875
CA$5,125

CA$6,345
CA$5,415

CA$5,495
CA$4,679

Junior Cabin (6): CA$7,150
CA$6,230

CA$6,300
CA$5,495

CA$6,770
CA$5,808

CA$5,920
CA$5,075

Single Room Supplement2:  CA$810 Now CA$750
SPECIAL PRICING EXPIRES APRIL 29, 2011. All quoted prices & itinerary effective at time of publication (New CA$ pricing; 
revised April 8, 2011). Itinerary is subject to change due to improvements or changes in local conditions; prices are subject 
to change. Prices apply for payments by cheque. 1Child sharing twin on Galapagos cruise. 2Not avail. on Galapagos cruise.
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TRAVEL INSURANCE
Nonrefundable payments can be insured for full 
refund providing that you have purchased adequate 
travel insurance at time of deposit. This assumes no 
pre-existing medical conditions, and that any possible 
cancellation is due to an emergency reason that is 
covered by the insurance policy.“All Inclusive” plans 
cover trip cancellation prior to departure, and trip 
interruption/curtailment after departure, emergency 
medical coverage while abroad, and limited baggage 
and accident coverage. Certain exclusions may 
apply, particularly related to pre-existing medical 
conditions. When purchasing insurance, you must 
indicate if a pre-existing medical condition exists so 
we can quote, and cover you, properly. Please call 
for a copy of the policy and details of coverage.
*Premiums will depend on your age, family size, and your 
final trip cost. Space limitations do not allow us to list all 
combinations but we invite you to call us for a quotation.

ABOUT YOUR HOST:

Margie Woo’s deep fascination 
with the animal world brought her 
to the Calgary Zoo in 1999 and 
kept her there for 11 years. Her 
love of wildlife, combined with 
her growing passion for travel, 
meeting people, and experiencing 
different cultures, enticed her to 
join Civilized Adventures in 2011. 

Margie’s interest for wildlife goes 
beyond the “big and charismatic”. 
She has a great appreciation for 
everything – the big and the small, 
the beautiful and the not-so-
beautiful. She continues her role 
as a naturalist interpreter at the 
Zoo on a casual basis. 

As Corporate Education Program 
Coordinator at the Calgary 
Zoo, she gained tremendous 
experience and skills in program 
facilitation, particularly with team 
builders and in providing a variety 
of “edutainment” to large adult 
and family groups. Each role has 
strengthened Margie not only as 
an exciting educator but also as a 
dynamic leader.

Margie began hosting Calgary 
Zoo “Zoofaris” in 2007 and since 
that time she has hosted multiple 
groups into Peru, Ecuador, Kenya, 
and Tanzania. Margie’s out-going, 
warm, and friendly nature has 
made her friends wherever she 
has gone and returning to these 
places now almost feels like going 
home. On her last trip to Kenya, 
the chief of a Samburu village 
even invited Margie to stay - and 
become another wife of his (all 
in good fun of course)!  Margie 
believes that experiences are 
one of the best gifts in life, and 
she looks forward to helping you 
experience the magic, beauty and 
wonders of Ecuador! 


